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Superintendent’s Message 
  School has started, the leaves are changing, and fall is in the air.  Students are busy in their classes, on the 
playing fields and courts, and in activities.  Staff are busy getting to know their students, learning new and innovative 
teaching strategies, and engaging their classrooms like never before.  These are not the same classrooms you were in; 
students are active participants in their learning, and they have the ability to push their learning farther and faster than 
ever before. 
      What does that mean exactly?  Is this a good thing, or is this a new educational fad?  What is agile learning, 
higher order thinking skills, flexible seating, Google apps for education, design thinking or a flipped classroom?  These 
are good questions, and I will try to answer a few of them in non-educational lingo.   
Agile learning:  Agile classrooms are a structured learning environment where students reclaim responsibility for 
their own learning, and teachers shift into facilitators and coaches.  An Agile Classroom deepens learning when students 
own their learning; they develop deeper knowledge and higher order thinking skills.  Relationships are enriched when 
students support one another throughout their learning.  The teacher and student develop trust and respect.  The future 
is broadened because most innovative companies use this model, and our students have skills that employers and colleges 
will recognize.  Agile learners are future ready. 
Higher order thinking skills: This refers to the ability to apply complex ideas to answer a question or solve a 
problem that may have more than one right answer.  We want students to have and use higher order thinking skills so 
they can problem-solve and not just survive, but be successful in their education, work, and relationships. 
Flexible seating:  Flexible classroom seating invites collaboration, communication, creativity and critical thinking by 
helping students manage their personal space.  From standing desks, to sitting on fitness balls, flexible seating has proven 
to burn more calories, use up excess energy, improve metabolism and increase motivation and engagement, creating a 
better oxygen flow to the brain, and improving core strength and overall posture.   
Google Apps for Education:  Google Apps for Education is a free set of communication and collaboration tools that 
includes email, calendar, and documents.  More than 30 million students, teachers, and administrators in schools around 
the world (including Dayton) use Google Apps for Education.  Dayton students and staff use Google Docs and Google 
Classroom.  These Apps increase productivity and are customizable, free, usable on any device, secure, and without ads. 
Design thinking:  Design thinking is used in K-12 education to promote creative thinking, teamwork, and student 
responsibility for learning.  Design thinking has many stages for problem-solving:  define, research, ideate, prototype, 
choose, implement and learn.  Within these seven steps, problems can be framed, the right questions can be asked, 
more ideas can be created, and the best answer can be chosen. 
Flipped classrooms: Flipped classroom is an instructional strategy that reverses the traditional learning environment 
by delivering instructional content, often online, outside of the classroom.  It moves activities, including those that may 
have traditionally been considered homework, into the classroom like projects, discussions and exercises.  
      I am sure there are many more concepts or ideas you have heard of from teachers or students.  It is one of the 
reasons that parents often do not feel comfortable talking about their child’s education with staff, because they think 
they don’t know the correct terms to use.  My message to you is to never be afraid to ask, and always ask for further 
detail if you start to hear educational lingo that makes no sense or is confusing to you.   
      Just like your mechanic, contractor, or doctor- education has its own language.  Sometimes we forget that the 
terminology may be unfamiliar to some of you.  Again, don’t be afraid to ask if we fall into “school talk.”  Your 
understanding of your child’s education is very important.  It will make a huge difference in their success. 
      Thank you for helping us have a great start to the year.  Thank you for your support of our students, staff and 
programs.   Enjoy the beautiful Willamette Valley fall weather. 
 
            Sincerely, 

Janelle Beers 
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School Board News 
  
 The Dayton School Board met for their 
regular monthly meeting on September 13, 2016.    
      The September meeting began with a 
preview presentation from Corinne Flake and John 
Bixler on Gear Up and Innovation Academy summer 
programs. Students in the Innovation Academy 
participated in four possible areas:  Garden/Nature 
Trail/Cooking, Coding, Robotics, and Tech Repair.  
The Gear Up program was for Junior High students 
working in the Design Challenge model.  Both 
programs will continue next summer.  Mitch 
Coleman also presented on the State Fair and 
introduced the State Championship Teams that will 
be competing at the National FFA Conference.  The 
winning teams were in Parliamentary Procedure and 
Agronomy.   The Board also heard public comment 
regarding the Brookside Cemetery Association. 
      The regular meeting followed with reports 
from Orlando Medina, Dayton High School Student 
Body President, the Superintendent, and 
Administrators.  The Superintendent assigned Board 
Members to District Committees that include 
Facilities, Classified Bargaining, Licensed Bargaining, 
and the Dayton Education Foundation.   
      During the Business portion of the meeting 
the Board approved overnight request trips for 
Dayton Grade School Outdoor School, and FFA trips 
for the year.  They approved the possible Alternative 
Education Programs the District can access for 
student placement, and changed the October and 
November Board Meeting dates to the third Tuesday 
of the month.  
          The next Dayton School Board meeting date is 
Tuesday, October 18, 2016, at 7:00 PM in the 
District Board Room.  The meeting will be preceded 
by a work session on Board goal setting. 

 
Grandparents Day at the Grade School 
  

 Grandparents Day is coming soon!  On 
Friday, November 18, we’ll host our grand guests 
from 10:00 AM to 1:00 PM and offer a special no-
host Thanksgiving Feast luncheon in our 
cafeteria/multi.  Grandparents will check-in and pay 
for lunch at the front lobby.  Grandparents 
purchasing lunch will be given a wristband.  Lunches 
are free for students, and $4.00 for adults. 

 

 

Innovate Dayton 
  

 Last year, Dayton School District, in 
partnership with Innovate Oregon, launched 
Innovate Dayton, an initiative designed to create new 
learning opportunities in Dayton to provide students 
with the skills and mindsets of innovation required 
for a new digital economy. At the core of this 
learning experience is the building of an i3 Center at 
the school. 
 First phase of the i3 Center will be ready in a 
few months. This phase includes an Ideation Lab, 
Makerspace and Production areas. Phase two will 
include areas for a new auto shop and a greenhouse. 
 To help financially support the i3 Center and 
student projects, the school district has developed a 
strategic relationship with OnlineNW, a local 
Internet service provider. OnlineNW is completing a 
new 10-Gigabit Internet network for the town, 
making Dayton the third city in the entire country 
with such high-speed Internet. Key to the agreement 
is a revenue sharing plan that will provide a 
significant financial contribution each month back to 
the school to help support the school’s new i3 
Center. 
 As many of our families live outside of town, 
OnlineNW has recently extended their commitment 
to Dayton by including a revenue sharing plan for 
their wireless network that is used by these rural 
residents. With this agreement Dayton families who 
live in rural areas can now also contribute to the 
Dayton Innovation Fund and new i3 Center by 
subscribing to OnlineNW’s wireless services.  
 To learn more about OnlineNW’s fiber and 
wireless services, please visit www.onlinenw.com or 
call 503-883-6260. 
 

 

Dayton Grade School Book Fair 
 

Grade School Library 
Wednesday, November 2nd:  3:00-4:00 PM 

During Conferences 
Thursday, November 3rd:  3:30-7:30 PM 
Friday, November 4th:  7:30 AM-Noon 

 
 
 
 
 

http://www.onlinenw.com/
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Important Information 
 School activities, sports schedules, bus routes, lunch menus and the school calendar are located on the 
District’s website:  https://daytonk12.org.  Sports schedules can be found at https://daytonk12.org/dayton-
high-school/athletics.  For details, call Dayton High School, 503-864-2273, ext 521.   
 

Important District Calendar Dates 
Friday, October 14, 2016 – No School, Inservice Day 

Tuesday, October 18, 2016 – 6:00 PM Board Work Session followed by Regular Board Meeting, Board Room 
Thursday & Friday, November 3-4, 2016 – No School, Grading & Conferences 

Friday, November 11, 2016 – No School, Veterans Day 
Tuesday, November 15, 2016 – Regular Board Meeting, 7:00 PM, District Board Room 

Monday – Friday, November 21-25, 2016 – No School 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The College and Career Center 
 

FAFSA® Changes for 2017–18 
 On Sept. 14, 2015, President Obama announced significant changes to the Free Application for Federal 
Student Aid (FAFSA®) process that will impact millions of students. Starting with the 201718 application cycle, 
the following changes will be put in place:  1) Students will be able to submit a FAFSA® earlier.  Students 
will be able to file a 2017–18 FAFSA as early as Oct. 1, 2016, rather than beginning on Jan. 1, 2017. The earlier 
submission date will be a permanent change, enabling students to complete and submit a FAFSA as early as 
October 1 every year. (There is NO CHANGE to the 2016–17 schedule. The FAFSA became available January 1 
as in previous years.)  2) Students will use earlier income information. Beginning with the 2017–18 
FAFSA, students will be required to report income information from an earlier tax year. For more detailed 
information go to https://studentaid.ed.gov/sa/about/ announcements/fafsa-changes or to our school website 
www.daytonk12.org under the College and Career tab.  
 
Senior Parent/FAFSA Night - October 4th, 6:30-8:00 PM 
 Join us for an evening of important information around senior student dates, activities, and most 
importantly, FAFSA.  We will be having a senior parent meeting from 6:30 - 7:00 p.m. followed by a work 
session with our local expert, Jennifer Knight from Linfield College, to help with all things FAFSA.  Bring your 
materials, tax documents, social security numbers, and questions to get expert help and get your FAFSA 
completed and submitted.  Please check our website for more information and meet us in the library on the 4th! 
 
Oregon Promise  
 As of 9/13/16 from the OSAC website (www.oregonstudentaid.gov):  The Oregon Promise application 
will open by October 10, 2016. Funding for Oregon Promise for the 2017-18 academic year is subject to Oregon 
Legislative approval. More information will be available in spring 2017. 
 Oregon Promise is a state grant program that covers some or all of the tuition at an Oregon community 
college. Oregon Promise is for recent Oregon high school graduates and GED recipients who enroll in an Oregon 
community college within six months of graduation.  For full-time students, awards range from $1,000 to $3,397 
per year, depending on your financial need and other state and federal grants that you have been awarded.  To be 
eligible, you must meet all of the following criteria:  1) Be a recent Oregon high school graduate or GED recipient; 
2) Have a 2.5 cumulative high school GPA or higher; 3) Enroll at least half-time at an Oregon community college 
within 6 months of high school graduation or GED completion; 4) and be an Oregon resident for at least 12 
months prior to enrolling in community college. 

 

 

https://daytonk12.org/
https://daytonk12.org/dayton-high-school/athletics
https://daytonk12.org/dayton-high-school/athletics
https://studentaid.ed.gov/sa/about/%20announcements/fafsa-changes
http://www.oregonstudentaid.gov/
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The College and Career Center continued: 

 
Aspire Mentors Wanted/Needed! 
 ASPIRE is a program of the Oregon Student Assistance Commission (OSAC) that encourages post-
secondary education and helps students find funds to meet the increasing cost of post-secondary education. 
Through ASPIRE, we provide access to information and funds for educational opportunities ranging from public 
and private four year colleges and universities to community colleges and to vocational training programs and 
apprenticeships.  If interested or have any questions contact Tera Solem at Dayton High School - 503-864-2273 
Ext. 567 or tera.solem@dayton.k12.or.us. 
 
College Application Week  
 Throughout the month of November, schools and community organizations across the state will be 
celebrating Oregon College Application Week (CAW). These sites will host events to assist students with the 
college application process. We are thrilled that Dayton High School will participate in the CAW effort, with 
the goal of ensuring that all members of our senior class apply to at least one two-year or four-year college or 
university this fall. DHS’s events will occur November 8th-10th.  The primary goal of Oregon College Application 
Week is to provide an opportunity for all Oregon seniors to complete and file college applications. To us college 
means any education program beyond high school, including certificate programs, two-year degree programs, and 
four-year degree programs. 
 

 

High School Counseling Center News 
Seniors and Parents 

In order to receive an Honor’s Diploma, you must have taken either the ACTs or SATs by the end 
of the first semester (February 1, 2017).  The information you need to register is outlined below.  You 
must register on the website with a credit card and our school code (380255).  If you have questions, 
please stop by the College & Career Center when school begins.  If you are planning on applying for any 
local scholarships, you will be required to provide your test scores on the scholarship application.   
ACT – www.actstudent.org/start    SAT – sat.org/register 
Test Date  Registration Deadline  Test Date  Registration Deadline 
12/10/2016   11/4/2016  11/5/2016   10/7/2016 
       12/3/2016   11/3/2016 
       1/21/2017   12/21/2016 
Dayton High School CEEB Code:  380255.  You will be asked for this code to register; it also ensures that 
the high school counseling center receives the results to count towards your honor’s diploma. 
 
 

Grade School Goal Setting Conferences 
  

 Goal setting conferences are Thursday, November 3rd, from 3:30-7:30 PM; and Friday, November 
4th, from 8:00 AM-12:00 Noon.  We hope to meet with every family at least once each year.  These 
conferences are extremely important and we hope that every child will attend with one or more parents.  
Please bring your thoughts and questions to your child’s conference.  If you are unable to make it to your 
appointment time, please call the office (503-864-2217) to reschedule.  The office will be open late on 
conference night. 
 
 

mailto:tera.solem@dayton.k12.or.us
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Mesaje Importante 
 

El School Scene ya está 
disponible en Español.  Si le 
gustaría recibir esta hoja 
informativa en Español, por 
favor comuníquese al 503-
864-2273 o envíe una nota a 
la oficina de la escuela.  

School Closure and Delay Information 
 

In the event of unsafe conditions for buses, the transportation manager of First Student will make a 
recommendation to the Dayton School District Superintendent.  A decision will be made as early as possible to 
open schools on time, to delay the starting time, or to close schools.   

 
In the event of possible school delay or closure due to inclement weather or unsafe road conditions, our 

schools will activate the School Messenger automated call system to notify you.  In addition, please view your 
local television station, listen to local radio broadcasts, or visit one of the following web sites: 

 
Dayton SD information only: 

www.flashalert.net/id/daytonsd 
http://www.daytonk12.org/ 

 
Regional information: 

www.katu.com/weather/closings 
http://koin.com/weather/school-closings-and-delays/ 

 

http://www.flashalert.net/id/daytonsd
http://www.daytonk12.org/
http://www.katu.com/weather/closings
http://koin.com/weather/school-closings-and-delays/

